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fesses its powerlessness, or which drive him mad if he persists
in the effort to solve them, such as the thought of the Infinite,
the idea of the First Cause of the Universe, the Essence of
Divinity, all these problems, forbidden to us, are easily acces-
sible to those mighty thinkers. He who is regarded by
mankind as a genius of the first order, an Aristotle, a Keppler,
a Newton, a Kaphael, a Shakespeare, a Moliere, a Mozart, a
Lavoisier, a Laplace, a Cuvier, a Victor Hugo, would be
among them a babbling child. No science, no moral idea
is above their conception. Beneath their feet rolls the earth,
with the splendid train of the planets, its sisters; they be-
hold the planets of our solar system gravitating in harmonious
order round the great central star, which deluges them with
its light. Erom the height of their sublime abode they wit-
ness the infinitely various spectacles furnished by the ele-
mental strife of our poor globe, and those which resemble it;
and, happier than terrestrial humanity, they admire the works
of God, while knowing the secret of their mechanism. In
the moral order they have penetrated the great Wherefore !
They know why man exists, and why they themselves exist.
They know whence they come, and whither they are going \
and we, alas ! know neither. Where, to our eyes, there is
only confusion, they perceive harmony and order. The de-
signs of God are distinctly apparent to them, and also the
events of the lives of nations and individuals, which often
seem to us cruel, unjust, and bad on the part of God; but
they understand that these events are just and useful, and
worthy of our heartfelt gratitude.